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Wapuificent: Battieship Blown Up
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BATTLESHIP MAINE BLOWN T0 ATOMS
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The shock was terrific.
the ship gave a great pitch forward and
wreck took fire and all the inflammable ma-
A Ward Line steamer in port and a Spanish war
rescuing the survivors.

253 men drowned or kilied and two fficers
caused by an explosion in
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bad iust finished
¥ when that enor-
The skip rurched
Geavily to port and | knew iz an in-
k2t it a1l mesnt—ihat It meant

tkat the ship had been biown up.
“All the cabin [ights were put nui,
snd z= I grop=d =y way out of mF
sparimen: [ me: my ordariy running
toward me Reachiog the deck 1 gave

orders to post eentriss keep silencs
znd to flood the magsrines ‘The ma-
gzrines were alrsady fooding them-
seives. [ saw then that the disaster
was complete.

“Only three boats were l=ft of the |

number we carried. These. the gig, |
the barge and the second whalsbost, |

“All the | were lowered as quickly as we could
| E=t them in the water. Thers Wa: & | gpanish
wardreom &t the moment of the €X-| big bole knocked in the siffe of the 'has followed the long chaln of dramatic

2 wonder [t did not sink
w who hsd ciimbed into IL"
o you think caused the &x-
was askad Caplain Sigsbes.
1 will have to excuse me answer-
“In such casss It

It i= best to]

estigation and

mat, be replie

Pubile business

of the batileship Mains and the
{ two of her officers and 233

Ofsieliy the Nation Is in mourning,
and social events scheduled o ke
plare a3t the White Honse bave been
indefinitely postponed. No such ap-
palling event of the sea has occurred
since Her Majesty's battleship Vieto-
ria was sunk & few yvears ago by her
gister ship. the Campertown, in the
Meditarransean. The commanding offi-
cer went down with kis ship, and 22
officers and 336 sailors with Rim. The
great disaster in the Samoan harbor
of Apia, in 1888 when three vessels
of the United States Navy and three
of Germany were wrecked snd 84
American officers end men lost, was
alsog recalled woday when the pews
carme that the Maine had besn destroy-
ed.
Few of the higher officials of the
Administration and of the lemders In
the Sepate and House are wiliing to ad-
mit that they discern evidence of

treachery [n this tragedy that

incidents connected with the controv-
ersy between Spain znd the United
States over the Cuban gquestion.
President McKinley has allowed the
impression to go abroad that he be-
lizves the catastrophe for which the
Nation mourns to be due to am in-
scrutable act of Providence, and his
words are re-echoed by his Seeretary
of the Navy and hia Cabinet advisers.
tey would be only too glad if they
*it their uitterances o be sincere. If

r‘- .__II

it shall be learned that the deed was
caused by a treacherous snemy of
Cr rhen the vengeance of thizs Gov-
er : will be swift and sure.

Telegrame were sent by the Nawy
Department today to the familles of

| board the Maine and the 10-inch am-
| munition was made up of brown pris-

| ing qualities are s0 great that it can-
| not be ignited by the flame of a match, ]
| SO0

| fulminate.

| locked door are placed in the captain’s

| 1y difficult to account for the explo-
| slon.
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PROBABLY
AN ACCIDENT

Disaster Thonght to Have Beea
Caused By Explosion.

WHOLE NO. MG

THE LIGENSE BILL

Pased First Reading and Was
Seat to Committee

APPROPRIATION TALK TODAY

'ASSISTANCE OF SPANISH suw:

Feeling In Washington —Investiga-
tion Ordered—-The Wrecked

-
Busy Day In House—-Questions Pra-«
4 pounded to the Attorney-
Geoeneral.

| SENATE.
| Sixth Day. February 2

A short session of the Senatle was

Vessal. beid Tuestay. Thier members were
Ia:n-'nt. Following the usual opening
| exercises additiopal time was graniad
| the Finance Committee for considers-
1-.1on of the petition of Pulikea for re-
WASHINGTON, February 16— |

There was no smokeless powder on |

matie powder. Not only is this powder
most carefully packed In hermetically
sealed copper cases, but i1s heat resist-

degreezs Fahrenheit belng the
amount of hea: that must be applied
for some Lime to set off the pow:ler.
On the other hand, it i= readily ignited,
as in the case of the charge in the
gun, by the explosion of a quantity of
Every precaution iz adopt- |
od aboard ship 1o safeguard the maga- |

| sine.

Captain Sigsbee's brief repori, as
well a5 General lee's dispatch, Indi-
cate that they now incline stroagly to
the Dbelie? thar the explosion was of |
internal origin. Both agree that ifs
force was greatest in the forward part |
of the ship

The Maine had three magazines. The
gne forward was used for the storage
of ammunition weighing 15,000
pounds. This guantity of explosives |
is so large that the naval officers here |
can scarvaly believe it was possible for |

[any human being on board to have

escaped had this magazine exploded
entirely. In its vielnity a sentry stands
on duty coniinually. The doors are
closed hermetically. except when the

ship is clearsd for act#gg.
At 8 g'clock every night the temper-

ature is taken and the keys of the

hands for the night. The records of
the Navy Department show that 87 de-
grees was the maximum temperature
in the Maine's magazine during the
past month, & very low and safe tem- |
perature. These facts make {1 extreme-

The department within recent years
| has been greatly troubled with reports
| of spontaneous combustion of conrl in
the ship's bunkers, which have en-
| dangered the lives of the crews and
' the safety of the ships. The Cincin-
| nati, twice at least, has been obliged
| to flood her magazines to prevent their
biowing up during fires of this kind,
and the cruiser Boston has been in the
| same condition.

| The theory advanced by the Spanish
| authorities that the disaster might
| have been caused by the explosion of
the boiler is accepted at the Navy De-
partment as within the bounds of ered-
fhility. The Maine's boiler was sepa-
rated from the powder magazines at
the nearest point by a space of about
four fest, usually filled with coal. At
least one boiler undoubtedly was kept
nnder almost full steam in order to
run the dynamos and move the ship in
case of need. The explosion of =qca a
boiler might easily drive throusgh the
| bulkhead and fire the magazine !
{ Imasmuch as susplcion exists in|
some quarters that a torpedo was used

!

misston of taxes, the Publle Lands
Committee for consideration of the
North Kona petition for improvements,
the Judiciary Committee for consider-
atlon of the special appropriation bill
for current session axpenses.

The blll for the issuance of licenses
for selling wines, beers and liguors
of low alcoholle strength was reported
pricted and ready for dismribotion,

Senator MoCandless introduced, un-
der suspension of the rules, & bill re-
latlng to wide tires. The hill passed
the first reading and was referred to
the Committese on Printing.

O motian of Senator Buldwin the
adjoursed in hooor of
Washingon's hirthday

Senate then

——

SENATE.

Seventh Day, February 3L
Twelve members of the Senite were
present atroll call Wadnesday morsing.
Business wns disposed of expeditious-
ly. On motion of Senator Waterhouse

|the Report of the Minlster of the In-

terior was takan up and sent to ihe
Committes on Public Lands and Im-
provements.

The Juditiary Commitiee reported
favorably on Senate bill No. 1, appro-
priating $20,000 for expemses of the
current session. Senator Baldwin sald
there was no referéence in the report
to expenses for the special Seplember
session, and asked i the commities
had mot been directed to Investigals
that feature. [In explanation Senater
Lyman sald the Committee had found
nothing in the Constitution either pro-
viding for or forbidding compensation
for speclal sessions. The matter of
the spercial session properiy belonged
:0 the former period and should be
considered separately. For this rea-
son report had been made om thal por-
tion relating to the presant session
only.

Senator Waterhouse asked Minister
Damon f 320000 would be suficient
10 cOover current sxpenses. Minister
Damon repiied that in thinking of the
work laid out by the Exscutive snd
in the preseat political situation wilh

the posstbllity tha: the members
might not wish a great deal of
legislation, §20,000 seemed enough.

The Legisiature was a law unto iteeif
and ¥ the sum appropriated was not
sufficient the Legislature had the pow-
&r ta appropriata more. On motion of

all officers except those of Lieutenan:|against the Maine, it may be sald that | gepaeor Waterhouse the biil passed the

Jenkins and Assistan: Engineer Mer- | the majority of naval officers believe | .. 04 reading, was sént to the enroii-

riit saying these two were the only
officers missing. Inquiry came by tele-
graph from the families of Jenkins and
11, and the department was ob-
i to send the distressing news
that they were reported lost

ust before he went home this after-
noon Secretary Long telegraphed to

Rear-Admiral Sicard, commanding the |

North Atlantie squadron, at Dry Tor-
tugas, to appoint 3 board of officers to
lah'-‘e—st%pt.e the canse of the catastro-
phe.

Ozne of those present at Secretary
Long's eonference was Commander W,
S. Schley, who had a thrilling experi-
ence .while commanding the cruiser
New York He gaid fire had started
from spontaneous combustion iIn the
coal bunkers of the wvessel, which
smoldered from 9 o'clock In the morn-
ing until 1 o'clock Ta the aftéernoon
without being discovered. It was near
the magazine bnlkhead when finally
checked. He expressed the opinion
that a similar state of affairs was re-
sponsible for the Maine disaster,

It is obvious the sxplosion occurred
in or under the forward part of the
battleship where the magazines con-
mained 55,500 pounds of powder. This
consigted of 50000 pounds of hrown
prismatic and 5500 pounds
powdér, an enormous quantity for a
veszs]l to carry in addition to the
smount stored in the magaxina-under

the zft tarret. The explanation given
of the premnce g the Malne of mich

an unosusl amonnt of ammunition is | Tracy

that when the Dattleship went to Fa-
vana she went prépared for any emer-

! that the character of the explosion
was hardly such as could be attributed |
to a torpado. The latter, cnarged with
about 100 pounds of powder or gun
cotton, it is believad, wonld have torn
a large hole in the bottom or side of
the Maine, but was scarcely likely to
fire the magazine, which iz not near
| the bottom.
gl
THE WRECKED SHIP,

She Was One of the Cracks of the Unlt-
ed States Navy.

The armored cruiser Maloe, now
called a second-class battleship, was
bullt from a design furnished by Chlel
Naval Constructor T. D. Wilson of the
Bureau of Naval Constroction. Her
construction at the New York Navy
Yard was ordered by Secretary Whit-
neay.

In general type the Maine resemrbies
the Aquidaban of the Brazilian navy,
which visited New York to participate
In the Columbian naval parade. The de-
sign was of French origin, transmitted
through English desigpers and work-
ed over by the burean chiefs of the
United States Navy Department.

"I'he Maine's keel was lald at the New

ment committee and was made he
special order for today.

The apeecial order of vesterday, the
bill introduced from the Printing Cowm-
mitte providing for liceusing the sale
of wines, bears and ales of low aleo-
holle strength, passed the first reading
on Senator Holstein's motion and was
referred to the Committes on Com-
meree. Agriculture and Manufscture.
In reply to a guestion from Sensior
Waterhouse &2 to the rexson for the
introduction of the bill, Senator Hol-
stein stated that e would make a full
explanation of the mensure at the gee-
ond reading. He had heon requested
to prasent It by his constitusnia. The
pesd of legisiation of a nature provid-
ed for in the bill was ohvious from the
report of the Aitornev-Genornl's De-

partment,
In reply to o saggestion from Min-
ister Damon that the Atiorney-Genaral
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